SOME NO M E N C L A TO RIAL TRANSFERS 

AMONG PERUVIAN ORCHIDS 

1JY 

C IIARLES Sell WEINFURTII 


Incident to working on the orchid flora of Peru, the 
following specific reductions were found advisable. 



Elleanthus conifer Reichenbach filivs in Wt 

\nn. 6 (1862) 4-74. 

Kvelyna conifer a Reichenbach fi I i us N Warscewiez 
in Ronpl. 2 (1854) 113. 

Klleanthus JKeberbauerianus Kriinzlin in Encrler Rot. 


Jahrb. 54 (1916) Beibl. 117, p. 28. 

Klleanthus conehochilus Scldeehter in Eedde Repert. 

Beihefte 9 (1921) 46; in Beihefte 57 (1929) t. 103, 

Nr. 402. 

A drawing from the type of Kvelyna conifer a from 
the Reichenbach Herbarium in Vienna has narrowly lan¬ 
ceolate leaves which are long-attenuate and up to about 
22 cm. long and 2.5 cm. wide, a raceme about 6 cm. long 
and a lip which appears to be broadly rounded at the apex. 

On the other hand, a photograph of the type of* Kl¬ 
leanthus lf r cbcrbauerianus accompanied by floral analyses 
shows narrowly oblong-lanceolate acuminate leaves up to 
14 cm. long and about 2 cm. wide, a raceme about 10 
cm. long and a lip which is retuse at the apex. 

However, a specimen (Sou leu p 47S) apparently iden¬ 
tical with K. Weberbaueriamis has lanceolate-elongate- 
attenuate leaves up to 21 cm. long and 3.5 cm. wide, 
while the immature raceme is almost 7 cm. long. Another 
collection (Macbridc ) has the leaf-blade of typical 
K. Jt r eberbauerianus , up to only 15.8 cm. long, and a 
raceme about 8 cm. long. A further number ( Jf'eber- 


bauer 7<S(>8 ) has leaves of both forms (elongate-lanceolate 

[ 'HI ] 



and oblong- or elliptic-lanceolate) up to IP.5 cm. long 
and 4..*> cm. wide, and racemes up to about 0 cm. long. 

El lam thus conchochilus lias somewhat smaller leaves 
(up to 11 cm. long and 2 cm. wide), a raceme up to (» 


cm. long and floral segments (shown by analyses of the 
type as well as by the description) which are almost iden¬ 
tical with those of E. IVebcrbaucrianus. 

Apparently the only noteworthy difference between 

the concepts is one of flower-color, E. M r ebcrbauerianus 
I>ein«_r purple with white and brown lip and E.conchochilus 
said to he yellow. 

It thus appears that these three concepts are specifi¬ 
cally identical. 


Elleanthus hymenophorus Ueichenbach fdius in 
Walpers Ann. (5 (1802) 480. 

Evelyna hymenophora Keichenbach films in l»ot. 

Xcit. 10 (1852) 710. 

Evelyn(i discolor Keichenbach films Warscewicz 

in Konpl. 2 (1854) 113. 

Elleanthus discolor Keichenbach fi 1 ins in Walpers 

Ann. 0 (1802-3) 480-1. 

In his original description of the Peruvian Evelyn a 
discolor, Keichenbach cites as the more obvious differ¬ 
ences from the related E. hymenophora the violet under 
side of the foliage, the erect inflorescence, the denticulate 
(not entire) keels on the lateral sepals, the broader more 
denticulate lip and the erect triangular acute (not ret use) 
rostellum. 

A specimen of the type number of Evelyn a discolor 
in our herbarium does not show any noticeable difference 
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in coloration between the leaf surfaces, and the floral 
parts appear to match those of E.hymenophora, with the 
keels on the lateral sepals entire or nearly so. Moreover, 
an authentic specimen of the C entral American El/can- 



thus 


tlie Keiehenbach Herb 


has a nearly erect raceme as in K.discolor, while a floral 
analysis on the same sheet shows a suborbicular dentate 
lip and the triangular tip to the rostellurn described for 
E.discolor. Furthermore, a series of specimens of E.hy- 
menophorus in our herbarium shows more or less erect 
racemes. 

As now conceived, Elleanthns hymenophorus qx tends 
from Costa Kica, through Panama and Colombia to 
f *eru. 


Altensteinia fimbriata Humboldt , Bonpland cS 


Kuntil 


Hen. et Sp. 1 (1816) 666, t. 72. 


AItenstcinia sceptrnm Reichenbaeh filius Xen. Orch. 

1 (1854) 18, nomen subnudum. 

Altensteinia boliviensis Rolfe in Mem. Ton*. Hot. 

Club 4 (1895) 265. 

'Fhe concept Altensteinia sceptrnm was in part sep¬ 
arated trom A .fimbriata by its twice larger stature; but, 
in view of the great variation in size in Afimbriata, this 
distinction seems inconsequential. A further character¬ 
ization attributed to . I .seept.rum is that the lip is orbic¬ 
ular. However, a specimen in our herbarium bearing the 


data of the type collection of .-/. sceptrnm shows the 
round-ovate lip common to A . fimbriata. 


Altensteinia boliviensis was described 


as “a 



v i <r- 


orous plant*" than A fimbriata, “with distinctly smaller 

How ever, we have seen a Peruvian collection 


flow 
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Much ride Eeatherstonc 


) 


is an even smaller plant than typical si .boliviensis but 


flowers th 


suborbicul 


Another Peruvian collection (Herrera 3oO$ ) has 

measurements which appear nearly identical with those 

o i A.boli viensis , but the lip is suborbicular, not elliptical 
as described. 
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Thus there does not appear to he any justification for 
tlie above segregations from the variable A . Jimbriata, a 
species which appears to show many gradations in the 
form of the lip from suborbicular to round-ovate or 
round-elliptic. 


Altensteinia marginata Ixeiehenhaeh fdins Xen. 


()rch. 3 (1878) 20. 

Preseottia pteristyluides Kriinzlin in Fngler Hot. 

dahrb. 37 (1000) 303. 

Altensteinia pterustyloides Scldeehter in Fedde Ke- 

pert. Heihefte 0 (1021) 120. 

A careful comparison of these two concepts, as rep¬ 
resented by records of the types as well as by the descrip¬ 
tions, indicate that they are eonspecifie. 

The only discrepancies appear to lie that A .margin- 
ata shows somewhat broader leaves than I hose of the type 
o Present/ia pteristy/oides, and that the latter concept is 
noted as having narrowly lanceolate 1-nerved lateral 
sepals, whereas the lateral sepals of. t.mnrginata are de¬ 
scribed as oblong and 3-nerved and are drawn as c Iliptie- 
laneeolate and 3-nerved. Both species came from regions 
of the same altitude. 


Altensteinia Matthewsii lieiehenhach fdins Xen. 

()rch. 3 (1878) 10. 

Aa ^Matthewsii Scldeehter in Fedde Kepert. 11 (1012) 
150. 

j\a Leeh/eri Scldeehter in Fedde Hepert. Heihefte 0 
(1021) r>2 ; in Heihefte 57 (1020) t. 105, Nr. 411. 

Judging from habit and analytical drawings o! . then - 
steinia Matthewsii from the Keiehenbaeh Herbarium in 
\ ienna as well as from a specimen of that species iden¬ 
tified bv Keiehenbaeh, it seems unwise to segregate from 
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it the concept . la Iarhleri. Indeed the only discrepancy 



between the concepts appears to be that A a Lec/deri is 
described as having longer lateral sepals than > t Itemieinia 


Mattheicsii. 


Stenoptera acuta Lindley Gen. & Sp. Orch. PI. 
(1840) 447—Cogniaux in Mart. FI. liras. 3, pt. 4 (1895) 
252, t. 59, fig. 1. 


Stenoptera data Schlechter in Fedde Repert. Hei- 
hefte 9 (1921) 54 ; in Heihefte 57 (1929) t. 80, Nr. 335. 
A comparison of Stenoptera acuta, as represented by 
a photograph ofthat species from the I andley Herbarium 
at Kew, as well as by the detailed description and figure 
in Cogniaux’s treatment of S.acuta (l.o.), shows that it 
cannot reasonably be separated from S. data as repre¬ 
sented by the description and figure (l.c.). 

In fact the only discrepancies between the two con¬ 
cepts seem to be that S.dafa is described as a rather taller 
plant with somewhat larger leaves and longer spike than 
S. acuta. 

A Peruvian specimen referable to S. acuta ( JTebe?'- 
bauer 75S.I ) is almost as tall as S. data and iias even 
longer leaves than that concept. 


Pfimt: Ayaeuclio, Prow Huanta, Choimacota Valley, at ‘U)00 
meters altitude, evergreen bush-wood", flowers greenish, February 
28-March 10, 1020,./. IVeberbauer 7oSS ; Road from TamboaboveOsno 
to the Apurimac, at 2800-8000 meters altitude, June 1910, If eherhauer 
/76\7/. — Muanueo, Cuzco (ex K ran/Jin ) tide Schlechter. Also Brazil 
(type) and Bolivia. 


Stenoptera pilifera (HUK.) C. Sdnveinfurih 


comb, now 


Altcnstei/iia pilifera Humboldt, Honpland A Kunth 


Nov. Gen. et Sp. 1 (181(;) 333, t. 73. 

Stenoptera cardinalis Lindley (ien. N Sp. Orch. PI. 
(1840) 448. 
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Porphpmstaehifs pi lifer a Keichenbach lilius \en. 

Orch. 1 ( 18 .5 1 ) IS. 

Spirant lies urehuniles sensu kriinzlin in Kngler Hot. 

.lahrb. ‘2(5 (1800) tOO, non A.Kichard. 

Since it appears wise to transfer this concept to the 
mentis Stenoptera, the specific epithet pi/i/era must be 
used instead of Hie more lately applied adjective eardin- 
alis. 

The species appears to he widely distributed in Hern. 


as well as occurring in Kcuador. 
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